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PenvrrnoBseseHme B BbICLUEN LIKONE: CPAaBHUTENbHbIV aHann3
coAep>kaHna y4ebHbIX n3gaHunm

Mpobiema cogep>kaHus yU4eBOHbIX U3LaHUIA 418 CTYAEHTOB BY30B MO PeJUTMOBEAEHMIO, BblLLIEALIMX B NOCAeAHee Bpems,
ABAETCA BaXXHOW M aKTyalbHOW UCCAeLOBaTENbCKOV MPO6aeMON, Tak Kak MokasblBaeT 3aBUCMMOCTb UX COAEP KaHUA
OT COLMOKYNbTYPHbIX U3MEHEHWI, NMPOUCXOAALLUX B MONE OTEUECTBEHHOrO PesIUrMoBeseHus: 0bbekTe, METOAONOTNN
NCCNefoBaHMs, HayUYHbIX MOAXOAAX U MPUHLIMMNAX.

Memoos! uccnedosaHus. [Ana BblSBNAEHUSA (GaKTOPOB, BAUSAIOWMX Ha COAep>KaHWe YyUyeOHbIX M3ZaHWIN, NPOBeAEeH NX
CpaBHUWTENbHBIV aHann3 (oblee KONMYeCTBO — 38) MO KPUTEPUSAM: BPEMSs BbIXOAa y4eBHOTO M3AaHWs; OpueHTaLus
yuebHOro v3gaHus (cneumanbHOCTb, HanpaB/eHVe MOATOTOBKY, YPOBEHb 06pa3oBaHMWsA); CTPYKTypa pennrmoBefeHus
KaK CUCTeMbl 3HAHUI O PeNUruu; onpejeneHve pPeaurnn Kak 6asoBOro MOHATUS; HeWTPaibHOCTb MO3WLMK aBTOPOB
y4YebHbIX N34aHWI MO OTHOLLIEHWIO K TOW UM MHOW pennrun. bbinnm npoaHannsnpoBaHbl yUebHUKN 1 yuebHble nocobus,
NoAroTOBAEHHbIE KOJINEKTUBaAMW aBTOPOB U M3AaHHblE B KPYMNHbIX pOCCVII}]CKVIX n3patenbCcrBax, mbo B BY30OBCKUX
n3gaTenbCcTBax.

Pe3ynemamel uccnedosaHus u ux obcyxodeHue. Ha ocHOBe aHann3a nokasaHa 3BOJIOLLMA CoAepXXaHUA yUeBHbIX N3aHni,
ero Koppenauns € MNPOUCXOAALLMMU COLMOKYIBTYPHBIMA WM3MEHEHUAMWN U BEKTOPaMW WUCCNef0BaHWA pennuruv B
OTeUEeCTBEHHOW 1 3apybexKHON Hayke. BbifABAEHbI U3MEHEHWS CTPYKTYPbl 3HAHUA W MOJAA PEUTVOBEAEHWNS, Pa3anymns
B CMocobax nojauyn matepvasna; oTMeYeH NMPUKAaAHON XapakTep HEKOTOPbIX Pa3fenoB A/A CTYAEHTOB HarpaB/eHWi
«lOpucnpygeHums», «CoumanbHaa pabota» C yyeToM OcCObBeHHocTel Oyayuien NpPopeccMoHaNbHON AeATebHOCTM.
3aduKCMpOBaHbl Pa3NnuUMa B «HEWTPasbHOCTU» aBTOPCKOW MO3WULIMW MO OTHOLIEHWIO K TOW WM WHOW penuruu,
paBHOYAANEHHOCTU OT PESIUTUO3HBIX MHCTUTYTOB UMW KOHbECCUIA.

BbigoObl. OTeuyecTBeHHble Yy4yebHble W3JaHUsA MO  PeUrMOBEAEeHWIO MpeTeprneny CyLleCcTBeHHble WAeliHble U
cosepxaTteNbHble U3MEHEHUA C COBETCKUX BPEMEH HayuyHOro aTtemsma. B m3yueHHbIX pOCCUMCKUX YUYeBHbIX U3AaHWAX
MPUCYTCTBYeT B CUCTEMATU3MPOBAHHOM BUAE YTBepAMBLUEECA B aKajeMUyeckoM coobLiecTBe uccieoBaTenei
penurnv 3HaHune o peanrmn. O4HaKo J019 HOBbIX COBPEMEHHbIX TEM O PENUTMMN JNCKYCCOHHOTO XapakTepa He BblCOoKa.
BbifiBNEHO, UTO aBTOPbI y4ebHbIX U3AaHWi, ahpOUANPOBaHHbIE C KPYMHbIMU PEUTMOBEAYECKUMY LIeHTPaMK, 3aHUMaroT
06BEKTVIBHYIO, HEATPaAbHYIO MO3WLMIO B ONMCaHUM penunrmuii n koHdeccnini. CybbeKTUBHOCTb, OTCYTCTBME HEUTPaNbHOCTU
aBTOPOB, a TakXe OnpejefNeHHoOe He Clef0BaHMe CBETCKOMY XapaKTepy BbICLUEl LKOoAbl B Poccun obHapyxeHOo B
YUEOHbIX U3AaHMAX 3aBEAEeHWUW, He VMelLWnx NpodunbHbix Kapeap penurnoseseHus. OpraHuzauus maTtepuana B
YUYEBHBIX N3JaHNSAX 3aTPYAHAET CaMOCTOATE/IbHBIN CPAaBHUTE/IbHBIN aHaAN3 PeNUTUA YYaLUMUCS.

KnioueBble csioBa: yyebHUK, yyebHOe nocobue, penvrnoseseHvie, Bbicliee obpasoBaHue, yyebHas AWCLUMANHA,
y4ebHoe n3gaHve, peanrms
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Studies of religion in high school: comparative analysis
of the content of educational publications

The problem of the content of educational publications for university students on religious studies, recently published, is
an important and urgent research problem, as it shows the dependence of their content on sociocultural changes taking

place in the field of domestic religious studies: object, research methodology, scientific approaches and principles.

Research Methods. To identify factors affecting the content of educational publications, a comparative analysis was
carried out (total number — 38) according to the criteria: time of publication of the educational publication; orientation
of the educational publication (specialty, field of study, level of education); structure of religious studies as a system
of knowledge about religion; the definition of religion as a basic concept; neutrality of the position of the authors of
educational publications in relation to a particular religion. Textbooks and teaching aids prepared by teams of authors

and published in large Russian publishing houses or in university publishing houses were analyzed.

Research results and discussion. Based on the analysis, the evolution of the content of educational publications, its
correlation with the ongoing sociocultural changes and vectors of the study of religion in Russian and foreign science
is shown. Changes in the structure of knowledge and the field of religious studies, differences in the ways of presenting
material were revealed; the applied character of some sections for students of the areas of "Law", "Social Work" is noted,
taking into account the features of future professional activity. There are fixed differences in the "neutrality” of the

author’s position in relation to a particular religion, and equidistance from religious institutions or faiths.

Conclusions. Russian educational publications on religious studies have undergone significant ideological and substantial
changes since the Soviet era of scientific atheism. In the studied Russian educational publications, there is a systematic
knowledge of religion that has been established in the academic community of religious scholars. However, the share of
new contemporary topics about religion of a debatable nature is not high. It was revealed that the authors of educational
publications, affiliated with major religious centers, occupy an objective, neutral position in the description of religions
and faiths. The subjectivity, the lack of neutrality of the authors, as well as a certain non-observance of the secular
nature of higher education in Russia was found in educational publications of institutions that do not have specialized
departments of religious studies. The organization of material in educational publications makes it difficult for students

to independently compare religions.
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Introduction

[ ducational literature in a certain field of knowledge reflects the established ideas
aboutthesubject of research, the structure of thisfield of knowledge. Both the subject
and the structure are susceptible to change. Thus, according to A. U. Grigorenko,

"university textbooks in humanitarian disciplines are an interesting and easily accessible
source for describing and studying the dynamics of social and cultural changes taking place
in society" [1, p. 126]. Educational literature is influenced by processes and phenomena
occurring in higher education in general: globalization, digitalization, humanization, student
mobility [2; 3]. However, changes can also occur under the influence of representations’
transformation about an object. This assumption is also true for disciplines and fields of
knowledge that are just getting their theoretical and methodological formalization in Russia.
Domestic religious studies and religious education of the post-Soviet period have undergone
serious changes, which are also due to the formation and revision of the science foundations
itself, its subject, theoretical premises, models. At the same time, educational publications
include the most established part of scientific knowledge, the most conservative, about
which there is a certain consensus in the scientific community. However, this knowledge
simultaneously serves as the core of science, on the basis of which there is an increment of
new theories and models, the expansion of the research field. The core of science is a kind
of minimum, knowledge that any professional in the field of humanities and especially in
the field of religious studies should have. At the same time, academic religious studies do
not stand still, religion is developing, new phenomena appear, which after some time also
become part of textbooks and minimal knowledge about religion.

All these changes can be the object of the separate study, showing, first, under the
influence of what factors "educational religious studies" is evolving. Secondly, a comparative
analysis can show the fundamental differences between educational publications
published in large religious centers and publications prepared in universities that do not
have specialized departments. On the other hand, it is important to record the content
differences of educational publications aimed at students whose field of professional activity
includes religion. The novelty of such a research view is due to the lack of such studies with
a sufficient abundance of reviews of emerging textbooks or manuals. In the comparative
analysis of educational publications on religious studies, we relied not only on the texts of
educational publications, but also on articles and reviews of Russian religious researchers.
Thus, according to E. V. Vorontsova [4], D. A. Golovushkin [5] the current state of religious
studies can be seen through the prism of educational literature. In Vorontsova's article, we
find the division of religious studies into 5 directions, traditional for scientific discourse: the
history and methodology of religious studies, the philosophy of religion, the sociology of
religion, the psychology of religion, and the phenomenology of religion. It will be obvious
from our analysis that this position is very often translated into educational publications.
The review by A. K. Pogasiy [8, p. 266] presents a position on the youth of domestic religious
studies, which is in the process of formation. This inevitably affects the scientific and
educational literature, which in turn reflects the changes taking place in the scientific field.
A. M. Prilutsky's article justifies the importance of defining the term "religion" in scientific
and educational literature, which affects the content and methodology of teaching religious
studies in universities [7].
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Materials and methods

For comparative analysis of the content of educational publications on religious studies,
publications published inrecent decades were selected. Atotal of 38 educational publications
were analyzed. The array of selected sources includes both textbooks and manuals, among
which there are publications published in major metropolitan publishing houses (Urait,
Dashkov and Co., Piter, Gardariki), and in university publishing houses (regional educational
publications were mostly published in such publishing houses). For the analysis, textbooks
and manuals written by teams of authors with a certain authority, who are representatives
of well-known scientific schools, were selected. The title of all educational publications
contains the concept of "religious studies", some textbooks are called "Introduction to
religious studies". As part of the analysis, we did not distinguish by type of educational
publication.

The following criteria were used as comparison criteria:

1. Release time of the educational publication.

2. Orientation of the educational publication (type of educational institution, level
of education or direction/specialty to which students are addressed a specific
educational publication).

Structure of religious studies as a system of knowledge about religion.
Defining religion as a basic concept.
5. Neutrality of the author's position.

hw

Research results and discussion

1. Release time of educational publications

Estimating the time of publication of a manual or textbook, we can try to identify the
correlation of content depending on historical, socio-cultural conditions. Here we can see a
certain evolution of content.

First, we note that a significant part of educational publications were published in the
2000s. In the 90s of the 20th century, not so many textbooks and manuals were published,
but these were the first attempts to present the phenomenon of religion in the post-Soviet
world with its freedom of conscience and religion.

Secondly, in educational publications of the early 2000s, more attention is paid to topics
related to the history of religion and the religiosity forms evolution. This emphasis is due to
the interest in presenting the history of religion in a new way, different from the principles
of Marxism-Leninism. This principle of historical orientation, dominance of the historical
approach is preserved in the most recent educational publications.

Traditional ways of thinking about religion, focused exclusively on the philosophical
understanding of religion, are also preserved, but few of them have been recorded. For
example, I. N. Yablokov’s textbook "Religious Studies: Textbook" (2004) [9]. Based on the
choice of topics for coverage in the educational publication, we can conclude that the author
focuses on philosophical knowledge of religion. On the one hand, this can be explained by the
Soviet tradition of studying religion with its emphasis on theoretical, ideological knowledge of
religion, and the location of scientific atheism departments in philosophy departments. During
the transition from scientific atheism to religious studies in the 80s of the 20th century, this
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tradition continues to be preserved. So D. M. Ugrinovich in the preface to the second edition
of his textbook "Introduction to Religious Studies" (1985) writes: " The author considered
it appropriate to change the title in the second edition, calling the book "Introduction to
Religious Studies". At the same time, the author emphasizes that "the reduction of the title
does not mean any change in the author’s fundamental positions, who still distinguishes
between "theoretical religious studies" (i.e., philosophy, sociology and psychology of religion)
and historical religious studies, i.e. the history of various religions" [10, p. 3].

By the end of the tenth years, new subjects appeared in educational publications
related to new religious movements and cults, forms of religiosity and modern phenomena:
fundamentalism, secularization, post-secularization, tolerance. There are also sections
of an applied character: the legal foundations of religion, in connection with changes
in federal legislation and judicial practice. In the sections on freedom of conscience and
state-confessional relations, topics on the religious security of society and the state began
to appear. For example, in the textbook on religious studies, published by the publishing
house of the Ural Institute of the Ministry of the Interior of Russia, there is a topic "Religious
security" [11]. In the sections about "religious security", the emphasis shifted from issues
of implementation of the rights in the sphere of freedom of conscience and religion to
the protection of public order and the observance of state interests, the implementation
of state policy.

2. Orientation of the educational publication (type of educational institution, level of
education or direction/specialty to which students are addressed a specific educational
publication)

Educational publications, analyzed by us, are focused, as a rule, on students of higher
educational institutions of humanities (philosophy, cultural studies, journalism, psychology,
history, sociology, political science, philology, social work, jurisprudence). Religious studies
as an educational discipline is included in the structure of higher education programs in
accordance with educational standards. The choice of this discipline is carried out by the
university independently and in this logic then the discipline is provided by educational
publications. Educational publications written by university teachers are usually created
according to the courses that are taught in the framework of educational programs.
Accordingly, the content of educational publications is built in the logic of the discipline’s
content or the educational program of bachelor's / master's degree. Thus, according to
A. U. Grigorenko, "the textbook on religious studies inevitably reflects at the conceptual
level the goal and objectives solved by the corresponding educational course" [1, p. 127].
Educational publications are updated due to changes in educational standards that affect
the structure and content of educational programs.

In the 10-s of the 20th century, educational publications appeared en masse, focused
on those specialties and directions whose graduates will use religious science in their
professional activities. Most published educational publications on religious studies are for
lawyers. Such publications include applied aspects of religious knowledge. For example,
textbooks for future lawyers or employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. So, in the
textbook on religious studies for law universities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, there is
a chapter revealing the features of conducting a forensic examination in the investigation of
crimes committed for religious reasons, the features of religious expertise, that allows for
the prevention of crime on religious grounds.

With the introduction of a cycle of disciplines on the basics of religious culture and secular
ethics in Russian schools, there were special textbooks on religious studies for students
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of pedagogical specialties. At the same time, we did not find any special differences from
educational publications focused on other humanitarian areas.

3. Structure of religious studies as a system of knowledge about religion

The structure of religious studies is debatable within the professional community. This
leads to a variety of interpretations of the structure of religious studies in educational
publications. However, it should be noted that there is a group of sections that can be called
basic and are recognized by the religious studies community of Russia. A similar structure
of religious studies is enshrined in the educational standard of the bachelor's degree in
the direction 47.04.02 "Religious Studies". Thus, the author of the educational publication
I. N. Yablokov notes: "currently, religious studies contains a number of sections, the main of
which are: philosophy, sociology, psychology, phenomenology, and the history of religion"
[9, p. 11]. This set of branches within religious studies is most often repeated, with the
exception of the phenomenology of religion, which is sometimes present separately, then
added to the philosophy of religion, then absent.

In Russia, religious studies refer to a philosophical specialty. Hence the domestic disputes
about the philosophy and philosophy of religion within religious studies are notable. In a
number of textbooks related to major religious research centers, the philosophy of religion is
taken beyond the boundaries of religious knowledge, which is clearly reflected in textbooks and
manuals on religious studies. For example, this position is found in educational publications on
religious studies by M. M. Shakhnovich (Saint Petersburg) [14] and M. G. Pismanik (Perm) [13].

Religious studies have separated itself from philosophy: "it has detached, but until now it
has not completely distanced itself from a special branch of this tree —from the philosophy of
religion" [13, p. 34]. The author notes that some philosophers continue to consider religious
studies a philosophical "province", "however, the presence of an independent theoretical
level in it, and then the acquisition and increasing growth of its own empirical level indicate
otherwise" [13, p. 34].

The basic section for foreign religious studies — the anthropology of religion in domestic
educational publications is rarely singled out as an independent one. Anthropological
knowledge of religion is regularly included in sections related either to the history of religion
(early forms of religion) or to the history of science itself. The anthropology of religion as a
section of religious studies is most clearly presented in the textbook by M. M. Shakhnovich,
where it acts as an independent branch within religious knowledge. The author includes
five scientific disciplines in modern religious studies: the history of religion, the sociology of
religion, the anthropology of religion, the psychology of religion, and the phenomenology
of religion; "each is based on its own theoretical and methodological tradition, which often
interact and enrich each other" [14, p. 12]. We should note that the philosophy of religion
is excluded from this list.

In our opinion, this point of view of the author of textbooks on religious studies is
interesting, but unconventional. According to P. S. Gurevich, "religious studies is a complex
discipline. It is based on the philosophy of religion, sociology, cultural studies, psychology,
and history" [15, p. 18].

Lebedev V. U., Prilutsky A. M., Viktorov V. U. distinguish scientific, confessional, and
atheistic directions within religious studies [6, p. 35—36]. They refer to the scientific type of
religious studies: anthropological, phenomenological, comparative-historical, sociological,
system-structural. Confessional religious studies include studies of religion from a certain
confessional position. In such a division, theological and religious scientific attitudes in the
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study of religion are mixed. Is it worth talking about confessional religious studies at all,
because if we continue the series, then there will also be confessional physics, astronomy,
etc.? Also, the authors, in accordance with the specifics of the subject sphere of religious
studies within it, discover a number of scientific directions: semiotics of religion, comparative
religious studies, hermeneutics of religion, philosophy of religion, phenomenology of
religion, sociology of religion, history of religion, linguistics and ethnography, confessional
religious studies [6, p. 36].

Thus, the structure of religious studies is constantly expanding and filled with disciplines
and sections with specific content (not only empirical, but also theoretical).

4. Defining religion as a basic concept

Despite the characteristic search for a definition of religion in the Russian science of
religion, most educational publications do not give it, but rather plan it. The position of
many authors of educational publications can be described in the words of A. U. Grigorenko:
"taking into consideration that the task of defining the meaning of the term "religion" cannot
currently be completed, itis more appropriate to introduce students to various approaches to
the interpretation of the meaning of this term" [1, p. 128]. However, we were able to find out
that for major religious studies centers (Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Perm), it is characteristic
to represent many different definitions of religion, without persuading the reader to some
certain point of view. For universities that do not have specialized departments, a different
approach is typical. Authors try to solve the problem of defining the term religion and give
some one option. The definitions of religion recorded in this part are divided into several
groups. Most definitions of religion go back to the definition proposed by I. N. Yablokov. A
significant part of the definitions combines religion and culture. But most definitions fix the
view of religion as a system of views and belief in the supernatural.

5. Neutrality of the author's position

Most authors of educational publications avoid ideological and confessional positions
in the consideration of religion, insisting on considering it as a cultural phenomenon in the
history of society. However, manifestations of bias against a number of faiths and religions
are found in educational publications published in the 21st century. The assumption
about the scientific-atheistic discourse of the possible evaluation position of the authors
was not confirmed. Here we can distinguish two reasons for evaluating cases. In the first
case, rather, there is an assessment based on the authors' subjective preferences. In
O. F. Lobazova's textbook on religious studies (2013) [16] we find the following statements:
"religious mutants," to which the author refers everyone associated with new religions and
non-confessional religiosity; unfounded fears of new religions and "sects" (note that the
author uses this word not in religious studies, but in the mass-media sense); giving "a whole
worldview" only to Orthodox and Marxists [16, p. 344]. In the second case, we meet with
textbooks written for religious educational institutions. There may be different forms of
other religions” estimation, but most often it is expressed in the recognition of either world
religions, or monotheistic religions, or widespread in this territory.

In other cases, religious and theological positions of the authors of educational
publications are mixed. However, this does not remove the contradictions and differences in
the two positions. So, according to A. Grigorenko, "undoubtedly, co-authorship of theologians
and religious scholars contributes to the fact that information about the religious traditions
of the world is presented more fully, and the combination of different points of view within

199



Perspectives of Science & Education. 2020, Vol. 46, No. 4

a single discourse contributes to a more objective, complete and reliable description of
the subject. But this approach inevitably leads to difficulties that cannot be avoided. So,
individual chapters and paragraphs of the textbook, written from various conceptual and
methodological positions, as a result do not "add up" to a single text, they retain their
autonomy and self-sufficiency. This approach does not contribute to the neutrality of the
presentation, since from the theological point of view, the mentioned requirement is not
considered as mandatory, and it is equally difficult for both the theologian and religious
scholar to "remake themselves" [1, p. 127]. We find a similar position in the author
of textbooks M. G. Pismanik: "the border between religious studies and theology is not
absolute" [13, p. 34]. Religious studies and theology can cooperate, but "in this initial desire
for cooperation, it is especially necessary to avoid mutual expansion" [13, p. 34].

Conclusion

A comparative analysis of educational publications made it possible to draw the following
conclusions:

1. The educational literature includes knowledge packaged in certain theories that
have passed a certain verification in the scientific community and in a systematized form.
In other words, theories that introduce new terms to scientific discourse describing new
phenomena whose existence is not yet fully recognized by the scientific community do not
have the opportunity to become part of a textbook or manual. Accordingly, in educational
publications the share of topics, subjects of a discussion nature is quite low.

2.The content of the educational publicationis related to belonging to a certain scientific/
educational institution/school. For example, it was found that authors of educational
publications affiliated with major religious research centers take a more neutral position in
relationto attempts to give asingle definition of religion. We find less neutrality in educational
publications published in universities that do not have a specialized department engaged
in the study of religion. Comparative analysis did not reveal any correlation between the
author's position and his scientific interests or research experience. At the same time, it
is impossible to say whether the "neutrality" of the author's position was affected by his
belonging to a religious organization/institution.

3. According to the materials of the comparative analysis, we can talk about a certain ratio
of the content of the educational publication with the addressee (field of study, specialty,
which the publication is focused on): a large correlation was found in publications for fields
whose professional activity is in contact with religious knowledge (for example, law).

4. The structure of knowledge about religion presented in educational publications
is variable, but a significant place in the publications is occupied by topics related to the
history and evolution of religion. In this perspective, modern forms of religion slip from the
reader's field of view, creating a not entirely objective picture of the place of religion in the
modern world, its influence on modern processes and phenomena. Different religions exist
simultaneously, creating a fabric of multiple modernity. This is especially noticeable in the
case of early religions, which are reduced in educational publications to early forms of belief
and are completely absent as the religions of peoples that exist here and now.

5. Educational publications do not contain any significant illustrative material or factual
details that simplify the perception of knowledge about religion and the formation of a
holistic picture of the religious phenomena’s diversity in the past and in the modern world.
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6. The organization of educational material within publications does not allow for

an independent comparative analysis of religions due to the lack of recognized models
of religion, so it is often difficult to compare religions among themselves based on the
materials of educational publications, even on the subject of clergy, internal organization,
and religious rituals.
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